
News from Congresswoman Shea-Porter 

  

NEWS FROM THE 1st DISTRICT 

Dear Friends, 

Here’s my report back to you after a wonderful week in New Hampshire meeting with 
constituents. I also continued to speak out about what’s happening in D.C. President Trump 
and his administration continued to undermine the free press, calling them the enemy of the 
American people; senior administration official Steve Bannon announced plans to “dismantle 
the administrative state”; and House Republicans unveiled a disastrous plan to destroy the 
Affordable Care Act that would end Medicaid expansion, taking coverage away from 
thousands in New Hampshire. 

The Week in Washington 

This past week: 

• The White House blocked credentialed members of the press from its daily briefing. 
Undermining the access of the press also endangers the openness and transparency 
of our democracy. The press is not the ‘enemy’ of the American people, it is one of our 
most important watchdogs. This White House’s attitude toward the press is 
unacceptable and dangerous. 

• In response to important reporting about the Trump administration’s ties to Russia, the 
President’s Chief of Staff, Reince Priebus, held highly inappropriate 
conversations with senior personnel at the FBI, a violation of decades-old restrictions 
prohibiting this kind of contact. 

• President Trump betrayed his campaign promise to protect the rights of LGBTQ 
Americans. His administration will now allow public schools to discriminate against 
transgender students. I will be sending a letter demanding that the president reinstate 
the Obama Administration’s guidance prohibiting public schools from discriminating 
against transgender students. The attempted suicide rate is very high among 
transgender students, and this kind of bullying only makes it even harder for them. 

• The administration also launched a massive effort to deport immigrant families. This 
appears to be the first step in ramping up the President’s plans to begin mass 
deportations. He’s evencalled the efforts a military operation. I’ve written to the 
Secretary of Homeland Security demanding a meeting to clarify the administration’s 
new position on deporting undocumented immigrants who have not committed crimes 
and their revisions to the travel ban, which are expected to be released this week. 
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Defending Health Care 

On Friday, Politico leaked House Republicans' devastating plan  to destroy the Affordable 
Care Act’s progress improving healthcare access, affordability and quality – and it’s even 
worse than we thought. The plan would eliminate New Hampshire’s Medicaid expansion, 
leaving thousands of Granite Staters without coverage. Their plan would also weaken 
protections for Americans with preexisting conditions and allow insurers to charge older 
Americans more for coverage. 

Working in the District 

The Affordable Care Act is helping us fight the heroin, fentanyl, and prescription opioid 
epidemic in New Hampshire. Yesterday I visited Hope on Haven Hill in Rochester, a 
residential treatment facility for pregnant women and new moms who are in recovery from 
substance use disorder. 

 

The staff's compassion and commitment was amazing, and the courage and determination of 
the residents was inspiring. We need to defend the Affordable Care Act and its expansion of 
Medicaid for these women and their families and so many others in our state. Read more 
about the visit in Fosters. 

I visited the Manchester VA Medical Center, where I updated senior administrators on my 
work to improve access and quality of care for New Hampshire veterans, and was briefed on 
the VA’s progress expanding access to care, as well as challenges the facility faces because 
of the federal hiring freeze. 

https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=NH01CS&crop=0000.0000.0000.0000&report_id=&redirect=http%3a%2f%2fwww.politico.com%2fstory%2f2017%2f02%2fhouse-republicans-obamacare-repeal-package-235343&redir_log=529550583599579
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We talked about the VA’s work to provide care for veterans who are fighting substance abuse 
disorders, its leadership in delivering coordinated care, and its work to help homeless 
veterans receive needed services. During the tour, I stopped and talked to veterans about 
their care experiences, and they were very positive. I am concerned about the harmful hiring 
freeze and the extra burden it puts on the VA. I oppose the freeze, and have cosponsored 
legislation to exempt all VA positions. The federal government is a major employer for 
veterans, so I have also cosponsored a bill to make sure no veteran seeking federal 
employment is turned away because of the freeze. 

 



 

I welcomed the American Friends Service Committee, who work with our immigrant 
community in New Hampshire and promote tolerance. 

 

I also met with RESULTS, which does great work to fight poverty in New Hampshire 
communities. I share their commitment to defending federal programs that help our neighbors 
who have fallen on hard times, including supplemental nutrition assistance and unemployment 
benefits. 

Closing thoughts 

I had the opportunity to talk with so many Granite Staters this week—people from the 
insurance industry, people who advocate for health care, federal employees and other 
workers, advocates for refugees and immigrants, restaurant owners and employees, veterans, 
etc. I am always reminded that our strength and our prosperity come from our people and the 
work they do. It is my privilege to serve our great state in Congress, and I thank you for the 
honor of serving you. 

 
Best Wishes, 

  
Carol 
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